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WHY I BELIEVE IN THE 
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
Bisnop L. H. Roots, D.D. 


Ever since the China Christian 
invited the Episcopal Church 
Authorities to release me for the full 


that this invitation must be accepted. 
F.*xorable action has now been taken 
by those authorities, so that our 
_-serveceptance of the invitation seems 
settled, and under these circum- 

meee stances I venture to set forth the fol- 
Owing points as the best explanation 
can give of why I believe in the 
ational Christian Council. 


. It is the normal next step in the 
development of co-operation be- 


tween the various Christian 
forces in China. 


The Council is deeply rooted in the 
t, and has grown naturally out 
of that experience of.co-operation 
ich began, so far as formal begin- 
gs are concerned, in the Confer- 
_@nce of Missionaries held at Shanghai 

in 1877 and which was continued in 
the Conferences of 1890, 1900, 1907 
and 1913, while jt owes its constitu- 
tion and election directly to the 
National Christian Conference which 
met in Shanghai last May. The fact 
that the Council is so vitally related 
to the past creates a strong tae 
tion in its favor. 


2. Its purposes are eal as to com- 
mand the whole-hearted support of all 
Christian people when once 
these purposes are understood. 


I would call attention. in the first 
place to the negative side of its pur- 
poses: First of all it should be noted 
that the Council does not deal with 
#he question of organic church unity. 


time work of the Council, I have felt | 


The churches and missions co-opera- 
ting with it include almost all the 
Christian forces in China excepting 
those of the Roman Catholics. It is 
not commissioned to attempt the 
organization of one comprehensive 


EIGHT REASONS 


1. It is the normal next step in 
the development of cooper- 
ation between the various 
Christian forces in China. 


2. Its purposes are such as to 

eommand the whole-hearted 

support of all Christian peo- 

ple when once these pur- 
poses are understood. 

3. Its proposed methods are 
practical means to the end 

view. 

4. Its personnel is representa- 
tive in the truest and best 
sense. 

5. It has elicited unexpectedly 
hearty and wide-spread 
support in China and in the 


West. 
6. Its financial basis is sound. 
7. It is conceived asa Venture 
of Faith. 


8. Its hope of success is in 

the promise implied in-our 
Lord’s command-John XV:- 
12. | 


church for either the Chinese Chris- : 


tians or the missions and missionaries. 
All questions of ecclesiastical organi- 
zation as such are left to be dealt with 
directly by the churches and missions 
concerned and not by the Council. 


visions of 


Further, the Council has no legisla- 
tive or mandatory authority. It is | 
not a super-church or a super-mis 
sion board. It is advisory and con- 
sultative only. It recognizes fully 
the principle on which both the 
International Missionary Council and 
the several national missionary or- 
ganizations (such as the Conference 
of Missionary Societies of Great 
Britian and Ireland and the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North Ameri- 
ca) are based, namely: that the only 
bodies entitled to determine mis- 
sionary policy are the missions and 


churches directly concerned. And it 


extends this principle also, as a mat- 
ter of course, to the determination of 
church as well as of mission policy. 


In the third place, the Council does 
not deal with the theological differ- 
ences any more than it deals with the 
ecclesiastical differences between the 
several missions and churches which 
cooperate in it. 


The purpose and woth of the Coun- 
cil, as set. forth in the several pro- 
its Constitution which 
define its functions, may be sum- | 
marized positively under three 


(a) To acquire and disseminate 
information. This involves get- 
ting a view of the whole work 

of the Christian movement in 

~ China so that each unit in that 
movement may plan its work 
in the light of what all the 
others are doing. It involves 
-also trying to get a view of the 
whole task of the Church © 

~ throughout China and of the 
force available to accomplish 
that task, together with the 
development of acommon mind 
as to how our common task 
should be met. 
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Fi (b) To promote sympathy and one of whose chief duties will be to 6. Its financial basis is sound. - 


understanding between all the 
units of the Christian movement 
in China, however they may 
differ ecclesiastically or the- 
ologically. “The Chinese 
Church,”” so Dr. T. T. Lew 
declared at the great conference 
in Shanghai, “shall teach her 
members to agree to differ and 
to resolve to love.” While it 
does not touch questions of 
church order or of theological 
differences, the Council is com- 
missioned to help all Christian 
people to understand one an- 
other and sympathize with one 
another as being essentially of 
one heart and will in devotion 
to our one Lord and the ad- 
vance of His Kingdom. 

(c) To promote co-operation be- 
tween the several churches and 


missions in the work they have 


todo. Every form of Christian 
work would unquestionably pro 
fit by more co-operation be- 
tween the different persons who 
are responsible for that work 
both in its planning and in its 
execution. This co-operation 
would range all the way from 
simple consultation and con- 
ference or temporary co-opera- 
tion to elaborate and perman- 
ent union enterprises. 

3, [ts proposed methods are practical 

means to the end in view. 
The Council will, of course, employ 
‘the methods hitherto found useful, 
particularly conference and com- 
mittee work on general and parti- 
cular problems, and correspondence 
from its central office with both in- 
dividual leaders, (Chinese as well as 
foreign missionaries) and with mis- 
sions and churches, and also the 
usual methods of publicity through 
the printed page. Special emphasis, 
however, will be laid upon the estab- 
lishment of personal relations be- 
tween the Council and the respon- 
sible leaders of the Christian move- 
ment. This will be Undertaken by 
all the one hundred members of the 
Council, but special reliance will be 
placed upon the full-time officers, 


travel widely enough to bring into 
contact with the Council by personal 


visits those missionaries and Chinese . 


Christians who are the actual leaders 
of the Christian forces throughout 
China. The travel and study of the 
full-time officers would naturally be 
punctuated by their meetings at a 
central place long enough to correlate 
their experiences, and “plan together 
for their common work. 


4. Its personnel is representative in 
the truest and best sense. 


Its constitution requires that the 
majority 6f its one hundred members 
be Chinese and the principle of re- 
presenting as directly as possible the 
several churches and missions was 
applied both in the original election 
of the Council by the National Con- 
ference and in the provisions for 
filling vacancies. Furthermore, I| 
may be permitted to add, that the 
other three full time officers of the 


Council command my entire con- 


fidence, both as to their ability and 
their devout Christian character. 


5. It has elicited unexpectedly hearty 


and widespread support in China — 
and in the West. 


{have been deeply gratified especi- 
ally by the response by my own col- 
leagues; Chinese as well as foreigners 
here in China, and by the response of 
Bishops, other clergy and Jaity, both 
men and women, in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America. 
but few exceptions heve not only wel- 
comed the formation of the Council, 
but feel that we should support it 
even to the extent of accepting the 
invitation extended to us. | 

Outside of the Episcopal Church 
there has already been manifest a 
most encouraging unanimity of opin- 
ion in support of the Council among 
the missions and churches in China, 
while the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel in America, and the 
Standing Committee of the Confer- 
ence of Foreign Missionary Societies 
in Great Britian and Ireland have 
given the Council avery — en- 


Our people with. 


Funds for the support of the Coun- 
cil are to come from the corporate 
bodies which represent the churehes 
and the missions, rather than from 
individuals, which is a decided adv- 
ance over the position of the China 
Continuatuon Committee which re- 
ceived only a little less than half its 
support from individuals. Even more 
significant is the fact that the Coun- 
cil has good reason to expect a con- 
tribution of at least Mex. $10,000 
from the Chinese Christian commun- 
ity during the year 1923. The Coun- 
cil expects endorsement from the 
missions in China before the Board: 
in the West are asked to contribute 
This was given first pf all by the 
National Christian Conference itself, 
Since that time the strongest mis- 
sions, through their authoritative 


-agents in China have taken the nex‘ 


step by definitely recommend’ 

that their home boards 
their quota to the financial 
of the Council. The nationay 
ganizations of missionary scecl 
in both pland and America, 
is to say. . > Standing Committee 
England and’ the Committee of Ref- 

erence and Counsel in America, have 
carefully considered the budget pre- 
sented by the Council and have 
approved it, assuming provisionall) 

that $10,000 Mex. will be supplie 

by the Chinese*Christian Church, anc 

of the remainder the British Society 
and the North American Societies | 
will provide three tenths and seven 
tenths respectively. The Britisn por- 
tiow of the budget bas already been 
under Witten and the several Ameri- 
can Miss. » Boards may be expected 


_ to contribute their share, so financial- . 
ly our prospects are bright. 


7. It is conceived as a Venture of 
Faith. 


The end to be accomplished is ex-. 
ceedingly worth while. It is rather 
under estimating than over estimat- 
ing the situation to say that if the 
aim of the Council can be even 
partially realized, the effectiveness of 
the Christian movement in China will 
be far more than dobuled without any 
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increase in the personnel and financial 


ly speaking the attempt seems to be 
quite impracticable. The possibili- 
ties of friction and misunderstanding 
are too great. Differences of nation- 
ality among missionaries, differences 
of theology and polity, and between 
the foreigners on the one side and the 
Chinese on the other are humanly 

in superable barriers to the Council, 
but the end is worth while. The 
difficulty of the task simply demands 
a daring 
called for by every characteristic 
~ Step forward in the Christian life of 
ither the individual or = the Church 

a whole. 


8. Its hope of success 1s in the pro- 


mand. 


_-~ “That ye love one another as I 
have loved you.” With assurance 
born of this promise we take up our 
task in the Council, believing that in 
so doing we are taking one of the 
steps involved in the attempt to 
obey the one new commandment of 
our Master. 


WEEK OF PRAYER-1923 


At least one hundred and sixty 
e cities and seventeen provinces 
took part in the universal Week of 
A thank offering amounting 
| to $156.72 has been received from 
sixty one churches as their contribu- 
| s tion to the World’s Evangelical 
Sa) Alliance which has promoted and 
developed this season. of devotion in 
all lands. 


chow, Yangchow and Shanghai ar- 
ranged printed programs of their 
own. A most cordial response has 
** come from the invitation to co- 
operate in observing the week and for 
the interest and the forwarding of 
reports of the meetings this office is 
most grateful. With this informa- 


tion, gathered from the various 
centers, the Council will be able to 
be of even greater service in pro- 
moting the observing of this aie 
of prayer next year. | 


resourses of the movement. Human-.-. 


venture of Iaith, such as is 


mise implied in our Lord's com-. 


Tientsin, Peking, Hankow, Hang- 


DAILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


In the last five years the Daily 
Vacation Bible School Movement has 
made decided progress. Last sum- 
mer there were 710 schools with 3.000 
teachers and an enrollment of 33.089 
children. Statistics show that last 


year doubled the first four years’. 


work. The work is now under di- 
rection of a national committee of 
forty members with an executive 
committee of eleven. After .the 
arrival of Dr. Kobert G. Boville, who 
started this new work, the executive 
held a meeting in March and proceed- 
ed to train classes in different places, 
preparing text books and other helps 
for the use of teachers. To those 
who are interested in this movement 
for educating the 69,161,235 children 


‘in China, who are without school 


opportunities, in patriotism, geo- 
graphy, hygiene, prayer, ethics, Bible 
stories, hand werk, Chinese literature, 
physical exercise, please note that it 
is only up to you to utilize your 
leisure hours, leisure students in leisure 
places during your summer vacation. 
Communicate with the Daily Vaca- 


tion Bible School, c/o the National 


Christian Council, 5 Quinsan Gardens. 
Shanghai. @We can supply you with 
material such as teachers pledge cards 
for service, teacher’s guide for or- 
ganizing schools, methods of teach- 
ing, arrangement of programs, etce., 
D. V. B.S. Question Box, text books 
for children. The cost of these books 
isnot. great. Do not worry about the 
financial support if you start a school. 
The headquarters will be too glad to 
contribute the same amount which 
you can raise locality. Remember 
the church has 17,313 girl and boy 
students from Christian colleges and 
middle schools who are only too glad 
to have this opportunity for service 
Plan now! Start this summer. 


CONFERENCE ON THE RELATION 
OF THE CHURCH TO INDUSTRIAL 
AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 


The committee on the Relation of 
the Church to China’s Economic and 
Industrial Problems, acting on behalf 


of the National Christian :-Council. 


called a conference of those interested 
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in social problems, in connection with 
the visit of Dr. Sherwood Eddy to 
Shanghai. The Conference met De- 
cember Ist, in the Union Church and 
on Decemebr 2nd, in the Y. M. C. A. 
Library, Shanghai. Forty-seven 
people were present. 

vev. C. E. Patton was elected 
chairman and Miss Harriet Rietveld — 
and Mr. Philip Chen, secretaries. 

A condensation of the minutes is as 
follows. 


Points for Discussion 


Dr. Eddy suggested the following 
points for discussion : 


1. How can we organize the leaders 
of the Church in China and help 
them to function? 

How can weeflectivelyco-ordinate 

the socially-minded groups in 

China, keeping each in touch with 

other local situations? 

3. Do we need in China a bureau of 
industrial research, or how can 
we get effective information 
pooled? 

4. Do we need an annual conference 
on social work? 

5. How can we relate our movement 
f° non-Christian groups of social- 
ly-minded people? 


Report of Resolution Committee 


In the course of the conference a 
Resolution Committee presented a 
report which was adopted as follows: 


I. In view of the fact that a clear 
understanding of the problems, 
forces and values involved in the 
industrial problems is absolutely 
essential if the church is to deal 
with &% successfully, it should 
give first place to the promotion 
of such understanding among. 
present and prospective: pastors 
and other church community 
Jeaders. To this end we recom- 
mend that the committee on The 
Relation of the Church to China’s 
Economic and Industrial Problems 
take at once the following steps: 


a. Publish periodically circulars 
or information stating what 
material is available for study 
courses for the guidance of 
leaders in investigation and 
organization, and for the pop- 


to 
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ularization of facts and prin- 
ciples; and prepare additional 
publications. | 

b. Through teachers, speakers and 
publications, Promote indus- 
trial understanding special 
groups, such as students’ and 
pastors’ institutes, conferences, 
etc. 


Il. We believe that such a funda- ? 


mental reorganization of indus- 
try as will recognize the primary 
value of human life is essential 
for a truly Christian social order, 
and we welcome all discussion 
-and experiment leading in that 
direction. | 
As steps towards the end which 
now faces the Church in China we 
recommend :— 


a. That the time has come for the 
Church aggressively to promote 
the labor standards adopted by 
the National Christian Confer- 
ence, by leading in organized 
efforts to direct public opinion 
towards the securing and en- 
forcing of labor legislation look- 
ing towards such a standard. 


b. That welfare work conducted in 
factories by Christian agencies, 
should be entered upon only 
where it will lead the employer 
to assume his own just re- 
sponsibility for his employees 
and eventually lead the laborers 
intelligently to care for their 
own welfare. At the same time, 
recognizing that so long as there 
are needy individuals there will 
be a place for personal and 
group service for their relief, we 
would continue to emphasize 
the necessity of enlightened and 
scientific methods in all such 
ameliorative activities. 


c. It is the deliberate judgment of 


this meeting that it is the duty 


of all Christian employers to 
maintain these three minimum 
standards in the working condi- 
‘ tions of their employees, that in 
‘so far as possible Christian in- 
stitutions should employ and 
patronize only those contractors 
and firms who maintain these 


standards, and that Christians 
should insist that construction 
and other work done on their 
premises should be done in ac- 
cordance with these standards. 


Ill. We urged strongly the organiza- 
tion of all Christian agencies’ in 
each center, including local chur- 
ches, colleges, inter-church fe- 

‘ derations and the Young Men’s 
and Young Women’s Christian 
Associations in such a way that 
they shall be able to act and 
speak unitedly on local social 
and industrial problems. We 
believe that every effort should 
be made to enlist the co-opera- 
tion in each center of all persons 
interested in the carrying out 
of such a program. 


The following resolution moved by 
P. 8. Mills was also adopted : 


IV. That we recommend to the 


National Christian Conference in 
May, 1923, that in whatever 
organization it effects, it should 
consider the social and moral 
welfare programs as well as the 
economic and industrial pro- 
blems of the church. 


Outline for Organizatian 


A Committee on Organization pre- 


sented a report which was adopted 


as follows : 


I. CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


a. We recommend that the re- 


sponsibility for following up 


the work of this Conference be 
laid on the ‘““Committee on the 
Relation of the Church to 
China’s Economic and Indus- 
trial Problems” which has been 
asked to act by the National 
Christian Council, with the 
addition of five other members, 
to be chosen by the Committee. 
of whom at least three shall 
live outside of Shanghai. 


6. That this Central Committee 
prepare a list of those actively 
interested in industrial pro- 
blems who shall be the cor- 
responding members of the 
Committee on Industrial Re- 
lationships, care being taken 
to make this list representative 


ofthe different parts of the 
country and of the Chinese 
Church. 


Il, SUB-COMMITTEE 


We recommend that sub-commit- 
tees be appointed to deal with the 
following lines of work : 

a. General welfare program 
including education. 
6. Literature and publicity. 
c. Research. 
III. We recommend that the Central 
Committee : 

a. Serve as a clearing-house be- 
tween the members of the com- 
mittee and social workers in the 
West. 

b. Do all it can between now.and 
the meeting of the National 
Christian Council to make effec- 
tive the resolutions passed” at 
this conference. | 


c. Prepare a plan of permanent ~ 


organization including a budget, — 
to present to the annual meeting 
of the National Christian Coun- 
cil. 

d. Take up with Dr. Robert Woods 
or others the question of the 
proposed visit of a commission 

. of social experts to China to 
make a survey. 


IV. STAFF 


We request the societies concerned 
to release for half time until the 
annual meeting of the National 
Christian Council. the following per- 
sons : 


1. American Board, | 
Dr. Frank Rawlinson 


2, OF | 
Miss Zung Wei-Tsung 
Mr. M. T. Tchou 


V. Werecommend also that the 
corresponding members when ap- 
pointed be asked to do all possible 
to disseminate the actions of this 
Conference in the churches of their 
several centers. 


The following interpretation writ- 
ten by one of the delegates to the 
conference will supplement the min- 
utes in suggesting the impressions 
left by the Conference when seen in 
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““To one with the background, 
for example, of one of the great 
American Conferences of Social 

- Workers, this handful of people, 


meeting with proportionately the. 


same range of experience, the same 
expert give and take of argument, 
seemed a small but certain fore- 
shadowing of similar gatherings 
which may come together in China 
some day, when the social problems 
of this country are being dealt with 
on a nation-wide scale. 


“Through the informal discus- 
sion of the two days, certain funda- 
“mental principles emerged which 
taken together will form a sound 
basis for the advance work which 
is to grow out of this conference : 
First, That the group went to 
k-bottom, in stating their con- 

-¢ vietion that industry must be re- 


organized on the basis of recogni- 
‘tion of the supreme value of human 


life. As a most direct means to 
this end, it was stated that the 
reform of wrong industrial con- 
ditions is of primary importance, 
and ameliorative work, while con- 
tinuously necessary, should be 
subordi ated to, or at least make 
towards, this greater principle. 

. Second, That the Church is 
equipped with enough foreknowl- 
edge to enable her to take the lead 
in China in applying Christian 
prifciples to industry which in the 


_ far as this group of church leaders 
may be considered representative, 
to do so. The complete assump- 
tion of the Church’s responsibility 
in this realm, on the part, appar- 
ently, of every member of the con- 
ference, was probably its greatest 
achievement. 

Third, That such a program 
must be. undertaken only on the 
basis of accurate information. _ 

Fourth, That the measures pro- 
by this conference (applica- 
tion of the three-fold labor stand- 
ard, etc.) should be promoted in 
the local communities by the uni- 
ted effort of all such agencies and 
groups (including non-Christians) 
as can possibly be enlisted. 


west she forfeited, and is ready, so 


Fifth, That as the severest test 
of the Church’s readiness. to. back 
these standards at cost to herself, 
all church and mission groups be 
asked to apply them, now, in the 
letting of contracts, ete. | 

“Qut of the pooling of experi- 
ence, the checking of country 
against city viewpoint, of the 
‘various approaches being worked 
out by the Church and the two 
Christian Associations, against 
each other, of Chinese and western 
thinking, etc., came that most 
desirable effect of such a conference 
as this: the definite correcting and 
modification of thought of prob- 
ably every one there. We came 
away more ready to trust each 
other’s methods of dealing with 
China’s social problems in these 
first experimental years, and at 
the same time each more conscious 
of a fellowship of people working 
in widely scattered sections of the 
country, at s6me segment of our 
own particular task. rey 

“Dr. Eddy in his summarizing 
talk on the last afternoon related 
this small but intensely significant 
gathering in China to the prepara- 
tions being made now in both 
England and America for great 
church conferences to be held in 
1924, on “‘the Christian way of life.”’ 
In that closing hour the group felt 

itself swept by the tide that so 
characterizes the twentieth century 
—the wide spread passion to apply 
Christianity to the very roots of 
the wrong social conditions under 
which most of the men and women 
and children of the world are still 
living and working.” 


Personnel of the Conference 


~The following attended the con- 
ference (note that its hasty calling, 
due to the necessity of fitting in with 


Dr. Eddy’s schedule, made it im-- 


ible to secure representation 
from South China) : | 
Charles E. Patton, Andrew V. Wu, 
Agatha Harrison, Charlotte Neely, 
-Lily L. Haass, Helen Thoburn, Rosa- 


lee Venable, Ting Shu Ching, Zung 


Wei Tsung, Bien Vong Tsu, Elizabeth 
K. Morrison, Maud Russell, Anne G. 


Seesholtz, Harriet Rietveld, Mrs. 
John Y. Lee, Sherwood Eddy, J. S. 


Burgess, W. P. Mills, J. W. Nipps, 


Philip W. Cheng, L. K.-Hall, Henry 
C. ‘Tam, M. T. Tchou, George A. 
Fitch, T. L. Chang, Y. C. James Yen, 
Eugene E. Barnett, H. H: Wilbur, 
David Z. T. Yui, W. W. Lockwood, 
J. B. Tayler, Guy W. Sarvis, Mayling 
Soong, 8. P. Chuen, K. T. Chung, 
Frank Rawlinson, Z. 8. Sung, George 
B. Fryer, Renyin 8. Mei, Faith Liu, 
Dr. Mary Stone, Dr. H. W. Decker, 
Dr. S. M. Woo, H. W. Flood, Mar- 
garet Eddy, Mrs. Sherwood Eddy. 


THE SECRETARIAL STAFF 
Miss Y. J. Fan 


Much of Miss Fan’s time has been 
spent on the field, meeting with group 
leaders, addressing meetings, and 


holding what might be termed dis- 


cussion forums. During December, 
she has visited Wuhu, Kiukiang, 
Hankow, Hanyang, Wuchang, Kai- 


feng, Weihwei, Peking, Tientsin and . 


Tsinanin January. Hsuchow, Hang- 


chow, Nanking, Hongkong, Canton, - 


Swatow, Amoy and Foochow were 
visited in February and March, At 
the same time she has gathered 
valuable suggestions and advice from 


Council members and leaders of the 


churches in these places which is of 
great help to the staff. With the 
aid of this information the Executive 
is able to work out the main themes 
which this coming annual meeting in 
May will emphasize. Miss Fan’s 
meetings with the workers in these 
cities have been of help to them in 


preparing for the Week of Prayer and — 


the Week of Evangelism and in 
coming to aclearer understanding of 
the work of the National Christian 
Council. } | 

Rev. K. T. Chung 


Since January first Mr. Chung has 


been able to devote his whole time to 
the work of the Council but is still 
responsible for certain necessary work 


of a rector in St. Peter’s parish. © 


Information has been received that 
the Rev. 8. T. Kwauh of Yangchow 
has accepted a call to St. Peter’s and 
will be instituted into that parish on 


April eighth. From that date Mr. 
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Chung will be officially released from 
his parish and diocese. He counts 
this as the real beginning of his work 
in the Council. 


Bishop L. H. Roots 


It is a pleasure to announce that 
Bishop Roots has formally taken up 
the work of a full time officer of 
the: National Christian Council and is 
now fully established in the offices at 
5 Quinsan Gardens. The Executive 
Committee of the Council has receiv- 
ed notice from the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Chung Hwa Sheng 
Kung Hui, stating that they would 
recommend to the House of Bishops 
in the United States that Bishop 
Roots’ resignation from his juris- 
diction be accepted in order to allow 
him to take up work as a full time 
officer of the 
Council, and expressing their sympa- 
thy with the aims of the Council. 

Since his arrival in China on Jan- 
uary 19th, Bishop Roots has heen 
obliged to give a good deal of time to 


work in his own diocese which has | 


accumulated during his furlough, but 
he expects to have at least a month 
to devote entirely to preparation for 


the Annual Meeting in May. The 


article, Why I Believe in the National 
Christian Council, appearing else- 
where in this bulletin, is his inaugural 
address to fellow Christians in China. 
We regard his coming as a very 
hopeful sign for the future of the 
Council. 


Dr. Henry T. Hodgkin 


To Dr. Hodgkin, who arrives in 
Shanghai about April first to join the 
staff of the National Christian Coun- 
cil, we extend greetings. With his 
coming the staff of four full time 


officers is complete. Dr. Hodgkin 


has been doing cultivation work for 
the Council in the British Isles during 
his absence from China, and we 


bélieve that it is greatly due to his 
efforts that the British Missionary 


Societies have so promptly responded 
to our appeal for financial support. 
» It is understood that their share of 
the budget has wap been under- 
written.» | 


‘ 


National Christian © 


Nanking 
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HONORARY SECRETARIES 


Dr. C. Y. Cheng and the Rev. 
Ki. C. Lobenstine have been elected 
Honorary Secretaries of the National 
Christian Council and special repre- 
sentatives while absent from China. 
Their complete knowledge of the 
historic background of the Council, 
and their far-seeing vision of the 
future, will be of great value in their 
capacity as representatives abroad. 
We appreciate the service already 
rendered by them as sources of 
information for Mission Boards and 


others concerning China and the work 
of the Council. 


DELEGATES TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
MISSIONARY COUNCIL 


_A meeting of the International 
Missionary Council will be held © 
at Oxford, England, July 9th — 
to 17th. Our Honorary Secre- 
taries, Dr. C. Y. Cheng and 
Rev. E. C. Lobenstine, together 
with Dr. Y. Y. Tsu, have been 
elected delegates to this meet- 


ing 


DR. GULICK’S SCHEDULE 


(Note: The name of the person in charge is given in italics) 


Rev. R. E. Chandler 

Rev. C. P. Wang 

Rev. Pao Kwang-ling 

Mr. J. 8S. Burgess 

Rev. Hu Hou Chia 

Rev. S. H. Littell 
Dr. Hall 

Dr. P. F. Price 

Dr. A. J. Bowen 

Rev. Hsia Kwang-sing 
Mr. J. H. Geldart 

Rev. Chu Sing-sen 

Dr. J. 8. McCracken 

Rev, Z. T. Kaung 

Rev. L. P. Nyi_ 

Rev. T. C. Bau 

Mr. J. C. Oliver 


Tientsin 
Peking 


Hankow 


Soochow 
Shanghai 


Hangchow 


13 North Szechwen Road, Shanghai. 


ARRIVE DEPART | 
Thurs. April 19 Sat. April 21 
Sat. April21 Thurs. April 26 
Sat. April28 Sun. April 29 
Tues. May 1 Thurs. May 3 
Thurs. May Sat. May 5 
Sat. May: 5 Mon. May 7 


May 7 


CONFERENCE REPORTS ° 


We expect the Conference records, 
both in Chinese and English, will be 
completed and off the press during 
April. In these records you will find 
not only the five reports, —Present 
State of Christianity in China, cae 
of the Church, Message of the Church, 
Development of Leadership, 
tion and Co-operation in the Work of 
the Church,—but also the proceedings 
and speeches, records of sectional — 
meetings, with many valuable dis- 
cussions included. It is a book 
which every Christian worker, every 


missionary, pastor, teacher, doctor, 
Association von and those who 
are connected with other forms of 
Christian service, should have for 
reference. It is the accumulation of 
the Christian experience of a hund 
and thirteen years of Protestant mi: 
sions in China. In it you will find® \ — 
help and counsel which you will need e 
for your own work. Both English 
and Chinese copies can be secured — 
from the Mission Book Company, 


The price is Mex. $4.00 for the 
English, and $1.50 for the “Chinese, 
with postage extra. ‘2 \ 
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MESSAGE TO CHRISTIANS 


The Message to Christians which 
was delivered through the National 
Christian Conference in May, 1922, is 
now printed in pamphlet form. This 
message has been commented on 
extensively by Christian periodicals 
all over the world. It expresses the 
mind of the whole Chines Church 
completely and unreserved dy. It is 

a statement of Chinese religious ex- 
perience and a trumpet call for ser- 
vice. It is a message which has 
not only bearing upon national life 
but also on international justice and 
goodwill. It is focused upon Christ 
the center who is the head of the 
Church. It is a message of Jesus 
Christ Himself. Its direct ainis are: 
A. united Church; An Indigenous 
Ghurch; Deeper Consecration of the 
_Ghurch; More Diligent Study of the 
“Word of God; Social Regeneration; 
International Brotherhood; Evangel- 
ism. 


‘“‘We desire and pray that is may’ 


be to His glory that in it we of the 
Chinese Church and all our fellow 
Christians everywhere may find at 
least some of that which the Spirit 
would say to the Church and through 


the Church in this present hour.” 


You can secure from this office 
the Chinese copies at $1.00 for 
100; $4.00 for 500; and $7.00 for 
1000, pare. 


EVANGELISM AND M&ZSSAGE 
TO NON-CHRISTIANS 


Our Chinese Bulletin No 28 on 


“How a church can handle Evange- 


lism, issued during China New Year, 
is useful for Evangelistic work all the 
year round. Our “Message to Non- 
Christians” has reached a circulation 


of 183,000. It is a most timely tract. 


It is ‘‘a message of comfort and hope, 
of light and life, of power and love 
to the China of today.” As one of 
our Chinese magistrates said, in 
ordering a number for circulation 
among his friends, ‘““This should go 
to every Chinese who knows how to 
read.”’ So again we heartily recom- 
mend this tract to our fellow workers 
for wide distribution. 


THE SURVEY 


Owing to the great demand for the 
English edition of the Survey volume, 
“The Christian Occupation of China,” 
the supply has been entirely exhaust- 
ed and there is no probability of its 
being reprinted. We still have some 
Chinese copies which can be ordered 
at $3.50 each postpaid, from the 
Mission Book Company, 13 North 
Szechuen Road, Shanghai. This 
book should be in every Christian 
library, even in the to > dng in 
every pastor’s hands, in every city 
church, and all Christian schools. 
As one who is connected with the 
Chinese diplomatic service said re- 
cently, “It should be in every Chinese 


office of foreign affairs, and all civil 


offices in China where there are Chris- 
tians.’’ You can give this book as a 
present to you local magistrate, 
library or church. It will speak for 
the work of the whole church in 
China. 


DR. GULICK’S MISSION IN 
CHINA 


Dr. Sidney L. Gulick, D.D., Secre- 
tary of the Commission on Interna- 
tional Justice and Goodwill of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America, is now visiting China. 
Owing to pressure of duties at home, 
Dr. John H. Finley, Chairman of that 
Commission, is unable to come to 
China. Dr. Gulick’s mission is bring- 
ing an official message from the 


American Churches to the Churches 
of Christ in China. 


Since the War the one great ques- 
tion that faces the Christians of the 
world is how they can unite, both in 
faith and action, to save the present 
generation from destruction. The 
Executive Committee has invited 
Dr. Gulick to deliver his official 
message at the Annual — in 
May. 

Dr. Gulick was for twenty-seven 
years a missionary in Japan. Since 
1914 he has been secretary of the 
Commission in International Justice 
and Goodwill and also the Com- 
mis sion on Relations with the 


Orient. 


His trip in China will start at 
Tientsin on April 19th, taking in 
those cities on the way south as far 
as Hangchow, which he will visit on 
May 7th. 


On account of the National Chris- 
tian Council having no sub-offices 
outside Shanghai, the arrangements 
in different cities for Dr. Gulick’s 
meetings have been made through 
friends and members of the Council 
in those cities. (To these co-workers 
the Council extends its apprecia- 


THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
IN AMERICA 
TO THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
IN CHINA _ 
GREETINGS : 


The Federal Council of the Churchse 
of Christ in America on behalf: of its 
thirty constituent denominations, 
has commissioned two of its members 
to serve as a Mission to the Churches 
of Christ in China, Korea and 
Japan. | 


Dr. John H. Findley, Chairman 
of our Commission on International 
Justice and Goodwill, is one of our 


tion. 


distinguished American citizens, hav-- 


ing held many posts of State and 
national responsibility. 


Dr. Sidney L. Gulick was for many 
years a missionary in Japan. For 
nine years he has been retained by 
this Council as secretary of its Com- 
missions on International Justice 
and Goodwill, and on_ Relation 
with the Orient, in both of which 
offices he rendered efficient 
service. 


Inasmuch as Dr. Finley's visit 
will necessarily be brief and some- 
what delayed, Dr. Gulick will precede 
him, and will be able to confer with 
you with less hurry and with more 
fullness. We bespeak for our repre- 
sentatives your assistance and co- 
operation in their @fforts to familiar- 


4ze themselves with the facts and 
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the problems of China’s religious 
development as affected by inter- 
national relations and conditions. 
We greatly need the information and 
suggestions which you can give them, 
in order that we in America may be 
better able to do our part in promo- 
ting mutual understanding and good- 


will between our peoples, in making 


more efiective the processes. of 
international co-operation in every 
good work, and in securing a more 
complete know and a more 
general and sympathetic support 
of the endeavors of Christians and 
Churches to achieve a Warless World. 
This high ideal, we are convinced, 
can come enly through the recon- 
ciliation of the nations in their 
- moral and spiritual life, and in the 
creation of much-needed internation- 
al institutions fitted to establish and 
to maintain for all nations alike, 
justice, honor, security and fair 
economic opportunity. 


We are profoundly convinced that 
the achievement of these high ideals, 
and the effective establishment and 
successful functioning of these im- 
portant institutions depend primarily 
on the’ presence in each land of 
millions of citizens of high moral 
character and clear understanding 
of the vital problems of modern life; 
citizens who will set justice, truthful- 
ness, honesty, fair dealing, and 
unselfish service in international 
relations above personal or national 
gain. Such citizens are essential if 
we are ever to develop an effective 
public. opinion to support those 
statesmen in each land who will 
determine the international policies 
of their respective Governments by 
these broad principles of universal 
justice and humanity. 


In the creation of these citizens 
of international outlook and purpose 


we believe the Churches have an. 


inescapable responsibility as well as 
great opportunity. We earnestly 
desire to.do our part here in America, 
as we believe you will do your part 
in your own land, in developing 


citizens of this character and. 


a 
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We pray that’ inyour\land as in 


ours, faith and love and joy in. our 
spiritual life may grow from more 
to more; that our minds may be 
illumined by the spirit of Christ to 
see and to understand the truth; and 
that our wills may be strengthened 
to follow in the footsteps of our, Lord 
and Master in every form of unselfish 
service for our fellow-men. 


May the God of Love unite our 
hearts and bring us all into the joy 
of fellowship with one another 
through that diviner fellowship which 
is with the Father and with His Son 
our Savior. 


May peace and prosperity abide in 
all the homes of China. May your 
schools be centers of light, helping: 
the people to solve the complex 
intellectual and practical problems 
of modern civilization. May your 
churehes be centers of moral and. 
spiritual power, guiding men and 
women to those sources of insight 
and inspiration by which to achieve 
the inner life of spiritual self-mastery 
and self-devotion’in holy and un- 
selfish service of country and hu- 
manity. May believers be multiplied. 
And may all your land be blessed by 
Him who is the Light of the world, 
the Redeemer of men. 


_Rejoicing in our common fellow-> 


ship of faith and service through 


Jesus Christ, trusting in the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit and praying the 
Heavenly Father to grant us all His 
richest blessings in our personal 
lives, in developing relations and 
character of our people, and in our 
common work in promoting His rule 
among men and nations. | 


Your fellow-workers in nee: King- 
dom of God and His Christ. 


Ropert E. Speer 
President 


‘General Secretary. 


strong Chinese Chao Tangs (# %) 


on economic, social, moral, political, 


PREPARATION FOR ANNUAL 
MEETING 


The Annual Meeting is called by 
the Executive Committee for May 
10th to 15th, 1923, to be held in the 
Union Church Hall, Soochow Road, 
Shanghai. | 


The Shanghai of the 
Executive, with the Council members 
who are resident in the same city, 
will serve asa Committee on 
Arrangements. Dr. John Y. Lee is 

At the first meeting of the Com- 
mittee on Arfangements it was 


agreed that the following three 
main subjects should be included 


in the agenda of the annual 
meeting 
J. Funetions 


(a) Statement of Executive Com- 
mittee in which the Council shall 
define its functions. : 


Il. Purposes and Activities of the 
National Christian Council 


(a) To enlist the co-operation of 
direct ‘and indirect evangelistic (in- 
dividual and social) agencies for the 
realization of the program of the 
China for Christ Movement. 


(6) How can the National Christian 
Council be of help to local churches 
in meeting their problems of 
conservation, nurturing, developing 
and co-ordinating existing Christian 
forces of their fields to build up 


which will be self supporting, self 
governing and self propagating? __ 


(c) The molding and creating of 
Christian sentiment in public opinion 


_ religious and philosophical Reem | 
of China today. wt 
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MOVEMENT RECRUITING WEEK 
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Ui. The National Christian Couneil 
as an Organization. 


(a) Internal Relations 


~ Stabilization of National Christian 
Council as “an organization— 
vacancies in Council member- 
“Ship—members’ relations with 
their missions —appointment of 


ete. 


External Relations 


With committees—Phonetic, 


{oslem, China Christian Litera- 

we Couneil,. Daily Vacation 

ble School, Economic and 

‘ustrial Relations, Social and 

al Welfare, Institutional 
*h. Work for ‘Buddhists. 


.3 to national programs of 


»._. “Missions and other national or- 


mzations. 


3. As to pir | 


International Christian organi- 
gations. National councils or 
committees of other nations. 


national Justiee and Goodwill. 


STUDENT VOLUNTEER 


A Recruiting Week for the Student 
Volunteer Movement is announced 
by their National Council to be held 
from April 22nd to 29th. It is time 


‘for us to realize that the great work 


‘which is facing the whole church of 
4 China today is that of the develop- 
, ment of future leadership, especially 
the guiding of young men to choose 
the ministry as their life work. « If 
Jesus Christ had not chosen the 
twelve disciples where would the 
Christian mission be today? An old 
once said, “ The most 
t part of my missionary 
is to prepare one candidate 
the continuation of my 


Christian movement for inter- 


q 


Will you not plan to preach a 
recruiting sermon yourself, or get 
some Chinese pastor who is working 
in your vineyard to-do it? Will you 


gather the promising young men of 
your parish for prayer, or a retreat 


waiting upon God, so that they may 


hear the divine call for service? Will 
you start from this week at least to 
get close to one young man who with 
the help of the spirit seems to you 
the right kind of person whom 
you should secure for direct 
evangelism? 


Please communicate with the Rev. 


HE. M. Hayes, 8S. V. M., 20 Museum 
Road, Shanghai, for particulars about 
arranging programs for. this. week. 
He will send you material with which 
you can make the week a time of real 
interest, not only to open the vision 
of the young men as to their life work, 
but also to arouse the whole con- 
gregation so that fathers and mothers, 
teachers and leading laymen will be 
thinking of their sons going into the 
ministry as the most glorious service 
which they oo! render for the cause 
of the Kingdom. 


_ ITEMS OF INTEREST 
From the Minutes of the Executwe 


: _ Committee meeting of February 


*Q1st-22nd. 
Present 


Dr. David Z. T. Yui, Dr. Harold 


Balme, Bishop L. J. Birney, Messrs, 
T. Y. Chang, Chen Ching-yung, D. E. 


Hoste, Dr. John Y. Lee, Rev. C. E. 


Patton, Bishop L. H. Roots, Rev. P. 
Lindel Tsen, Mrs. K. C. Wang, Mr. 
K. T. Chung, Miss Y. J. Fan. Mr. 
Peter Chuan was by vote asked to 
participate in the present session of 


the Executive Committee. 


Report of Bishop Roots 


Bishop Roots gave an encouraging 
report of the sympathy and support 
of the Boards of Missions in America 


and of the Missionary Societies in the - 


British Isles, stating that ‘“‘they were 
well nigh united in their goodwill 


and are ready to help us in every way 
they can. 
is evident that we have been duly 
commissioned to go forward with the 


work of the Council. Our friends in| 


the West are doing their part, and we 
should therefore realize that the re- 
sponsibility has been squarely placed 
upon us here in China. Thus, under 
the sense of God’s guidance and help 
we may address ourselves with un- 


divided mind to the oe tasks of the 
Council.”’ 


Letters of Thanks 


Resolved: ‘To ask Mr. Hoste to 
draw up letter of thanks to the Com- 
mittee of Reference and Council of 
the Foreign Missionary Conference of 
North America, and also to the 
Standing Committee of the Foreign 
Missionary Societies of Great Britain 


and Ireland, for their support in 


securing the budget presented by the 


_ National Christian Council: and to 


the Standing Committee of the Chung 
Hwa Sheng Kung Hu, expressing our 
appreciation of their action in recom- 
mending to the House of Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
America that the resignation of 
Bishop Roots from his jurisdiction 


be accepted with a view of his taking 


up the work of a full time officer of 
the National Christian Council. 


Committee System 
Resolved: That we recommend to 


the National Christian Council that. 


it adopt a committee system for re- 
search, advice and the carrying out 
of the wishes of the Council; and tha, 
foremost among these committee be 


the Committee on Evangelism, whose | 


personnel shall include educational 
and medical representatives. 


Committee of Arrangements 


It was Resolved: that the Shanghai 
members of the Executive Committee 
form a Committee of Arrangements 
for the annual meeting, with.power 
to cgsopt other members, with Dr. 
John Y. Lee as chairman, and report 
to the next meeting of the Executive 
Committee. 


Having such support, if * 
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of Advice 


Committee of Ad- 
vice, Rev. ©. E. Patton Chairman, 


_ reported on their work in helping the 


secretaries in staff and executive 
matters until the arrival of the foreign 
secretaries. This has been recorded 
in the minutes of the meetings of the 
Shanghai members of the Executive 
Committee. .A vote of thanks was 
extended to the committee for their 
work; and the committee was dis- 
continued, their work being ended. 


Policy on Promotional Activities 


‘Whereas, it is highly desirable 
that the National Christian Council 
devote itself primarily to large mat-_ 


. ters of principle and policy, 


Resolved: , that it be the policy of 
the National Christian ‘Council to 
carry on no promotional activities 


directly, but to further the interests” 


of such. activities indirectly through 
affiliated organizations.” 


Relations with Committees and 
Affiliated Organizations 


Rev. ©. E. Patton presented a 
request from the Committee on 
Economi¢é and Industrial Relations 
for stenographic and clerical a 
and office space. It was 


Resolved: that the staff be instruct- 


ed to work out a comprehensive 
scheme which will relate and clearly 


define the relation of all organizations 
engaged inactivities of national scope, 
to.submit their draft to the Shanghai 
members. for approval, and present 
the-approved form to the annual 
meeting of the Councilin May. This 
action will cover the request from 
the Christian Publishers’ Association 
for recognition as a National prgani- 
zation. 


Work of Staff 


It was Resolved: that the field work 
of the staff and the calls for help from 
Christian constituencies in China 
should be arranged for at the staff 
meetings within the limits of their 
time and of the travel budget, 


Rotation in Membership — 
of Executive 


According to the Constitution, 
Article VII, the terms of service of 
the members of the Executive Com- 
mittee are to be arranged so that one- 
third shall serve for one year, one- 
third for two years, and one-third 
for three years. 

It was Resolved; that the order of 
retirement of this Committee be 


- ealculated according to the number of 


strokes in the first Chinese character 
of the surnames, using the,Chinese 
list. This arrangement will there- 
fore retire in May, 1923, the gpa 
members: 

Mrs. K. C. Wang, Dr. Harold 
Balme, Mr. F. 8S. Brockman, Rev. 


He at Kaung, Mrs. F. T. H. Sung, 


meeting of;the full Executive be held 


Bishop L. J. Birney, Rev. rs ‘As0D; & 
Gotteberg. 
In May, 1924, the following : [ | 
Rev. Shen Wen Ching, Mr. D. E.j |. 
Hoste, Dr. David Z. T. Yui, Dr. John } | 
Y. Lee, Bishop L.. H. Roots, Miss | |. 
Margaret King, Rev. J. T. Proctor. ’ 
In May, 1925, the following : | 
Rev. C. E. Patton, Rev. Chen | 
Ching-yung, Mr. T. Y. Chang, Mr. 8. 
C. Tov P. Lindel Tsen, Prof. 
T. C. Chao, Rev. 
(According to shal Constitution, the 


E.. U. Lobenstine. 


retiring members are for re 
election.) 
Committee to Prepare Stater é 

of Couneil’s Functions 

_ The Committee resumed dis’ : 

of the preparation of a state 


the Executive Committe: 
presented to the Annual Me pe 
the functions of the Counci: | 
relations with other nationaloy, . . 
zations and committees. It was 

Resolved: that a committeé of five, 
consisting of Dr. Harold Balme, Mr. 
D. E. Hoste, Rev. C,. E. Patton, Mr. 
T. Y. Chang and Mrs, K. C: Wang, 
with the staff. as ex-officio members, 
and Dr. Balmeas convener, be appoint- 
ed to prepare a statement and report 
to the next Executive meeting. | 


Next Executive Meeting 
It was Resolved: that the next 


on May 9th at 9:30 a.m. at 5 Quinsan 
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